Dear Mayor Gordon, l/l 6/yi 

Thank you for your letter. It is dated the 9th but postmarked tho 14th f Which is 
two days after ^the Post published most of my letter of the 4th. Should I wonder whether 
publication back-dated response? Should I wonder also whether your conclusion 

that you are "sure" your letter would not satisfy me, reflects a siege mentality on the 
matter of the prohibition of a'left turn off of Hosement &kAnue? 

liy purpose in writing was not and/s not to provoke controversy and contention 
because they exist. Kather is it that in its effort to eliminate a problem, whether it 
is^ real or imagined, tho city has created otlior prob^lms t-iat liave been costly to its 
victims. 

Althp ugh each week I turn into Shoa:stown *coad from itosement avenue several times, 

'VM 

it is never- between 3 and 6 p.m. However, keeping ny eyes on the road and on traffic, I'd 
:iot seen tho signs. Last night a friend drove me into town and at about 5*45 lo! there were 
two police cars the officer^of which wer< - writing tickets and a third officer on tile corner 
ready to grab the next one* keturning after 6;00 uiul notjhavang to observe traffic, I did 
see the thre$ signs you referred to* Not easy and I'd not have seen them without knowing 
they were there. They are put of the line of vision of a driver paying full attention to 
his driving, the lettering is too small, and the signs make tliis inevitable because they 
are verbose* Do you really think that anyone drilling on llontev^e and about 

to turn into S^ookstown does not knpw where ho is? *jid that blinked to which you refer? 

It is the kind used to mark construction, not a road sign* 

assuming tnis^ was necessary and X see no statement in your let ,er tliat it reul-y 
was, did it not occur to ^Aose responsible for having the signs made tliat all tile information 
drivers require is "No Left iTum, 3-6 p*m* , ^n-Fri"? Y/hy take drivers 1 attention away from 
careful driving toread all those extra words tho use of which compel the reduction in the 
size of the lettering? 

also see nothing in your letter that even suggests this cause of so much dis- 
tress has been effective in relieving any problem. I'd have thought you'd want to at least 
suggest this if not bpast about it. 

I am not an expert on such tilings but it does seem to me that a single sign using 
the metal wasted on those three would permit lettering large enough to be# seen and road 
quickly and tliis would have cost no more than the three with aliytho;;e extra letters 
that^/ clearly are too ^all^W ivYVYUct** * 

Has if Wot occur^d to any of you tliat when so many people do make that turn at 
tAose hours tliat something other than deliberate lawlessness ha 3 to be the cause? Not 
many people want to bo delayea and to be charged #45 for the delay. 

I donH know whether tliat prohibition was or wa3 not necessary. I do jqiow that I 
make that turn often during morning rush-hour, ..'hen traffic toward the center of town 
is heavy, and that there never is any real problem. Drivers merely wait until they can^< 
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This leads me to believe that it is no more tuiaafe at the time of evenin; driving and 
that there ia sono other explanation for the prohibition# 

^ou confuse two unreajted things in your letter, the alleged" uniqueness" of the 

v 

one-way bridge and widening of the road elsewhere, not at tliat bridge# Tlie bridge can 
and all the many people who have 3poken to me believe should be widened. There is not a 
sACgle froi^ porch near it, leaVe alone the dozen you“jfi! refer to. 

There is the natter of the absence of lines marking the edges or 'tke^foad where 
there is no shoulder at all and where the utility poles are as close as a foot to tlie 
idge of tlie paving, a real jffrrather "ban an imagined safety hazard, as the many accidents 
involving them attest. I'm sorry you saw fit to ignore thi3 when I raised it with yoi^ in 
writing, for the second tine# The friend who drove me, who is from the midwest, was shocked 
to see that virtually of these poles fire eo close to the roadway# 

lou say the^city did not act in response to the clannor of a minority and I do not, 
obviously, know what did impel the city to do what it did. But there can belittle doabt 
that the all-way sxop on WilJ.ov/dale was in response to such clarijtfbr. I use tliat road often. 
That stop sign is a safety hazard^ not a benefit to drivers; or conducive to safety. I am 
certain t:iat at" least of the tiiue I do not even see a car on the cross street. 4Uid 
~hen the sign was placed so liigh it is not easily observed in daylight and unless one 
knows it is there, it ia close to invisible at night# 

I think tlie city owes us an explanation of the results of the prohibited turn from 
MA3U&J& Kosedale, one tliat includes a tabulation by d:*y of the nunber of motorists toiketed 
and soakod Vfy d4b# I 3aw two at one time last night at almost the end of the prohibited 

period I think it is a not unreasonable conclusion tliat w hat you have done ia not working 
and requires, at the very least, tliou. ;htful attention if not correction and Rectification. 

I am not trying to moke problems for you. I an asking you to face and to do something 
abiut the problem you have cri-ated. You have made a problem where no exceptional problem 
existed# I was surpriseu at tlie number of fellow senior citizen-uali walkers I see daily tUho 
have spoken to me about this, all expressing apjreciation for my writing the letter and 
disappointment mob the city's action and upparent untliinking obduracy# These are 
not youthful joy-riflers# They are mature people for whom a minor accident can liave the most 
serious consequences. 

That the city limited speed to 20 mph on lower Shookstown lload must be in reaction 
to the clamjor to which I referred# I use it often and do not remember seeing an accident# 
There ia never really heavy traffic on it. Yot the city s*iys drivers mu3t drive more 
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slowly there than anywhere within the citji where streets are narrow and traffic is heaby# 

To accent the ridiculousness of tlri.3^ those ipeed-limit signs were actually painted on ";he 
outbound end o/ that 3tretch almost where it ends! 

u it 

The papers qkuto you as saying you do^'t care whether you are kissed or kicked, as 



mayor I would hope tliat you'd rather be loved by citizens who think you are trying to 
serve the interests of a Majority .aid tliut you would prefer to enjoy the gpod will and 
respect of those who vote, 

So, as an older man I ask you to stop and think, to bo sure tnat you are not 
being just stubborn and unwilling to admit tlmt the city did err* We are none immune to 
error- but it is the nark of a bijj man that he can admit it. 

Sincerely, 

Harofd Vie isberg 
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